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14 September 2009    
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

CATHAY PACIFIC RELEASES COMBINED TRAFFIC FIGURES 

FOR AUGUST 2009 
 

Cathay Pacific Airways today released combined Cathay Pacific and Dragonair 
traffic figures for August 2009 that show an increase in passenger numbers 
compared with the same month last year, though cargo and mail tonnage showed 
another year-on-year drop.  
 
Cathay Pacific and Dragonair carried a total of 2,210,068 passengers in August – up 
3.8% against the same month in 2008 - while capacity for the month, measured in 
available seat kilometres (ASKs), was down by 5.0%. The month’s load factor was 
up 5.7 percentage points to 84.1%. For the year to date, the number of passengers 
carried is down by 4.0% compared to a capacity decline of 3.2%.  
 
The two airlines carried a total of 131,732 tonnes of cargo and mail last month, down 
6.3% on August 2008, while the cargo and mail load factor rose by 6.1 percentage 
points to 72.0%. Capacity for the month, measured in available cargo/mail tonne 
kilometres, was 14.1% down. For the year to date, tonnage has fallen by 13.1% 
against a capacity drop of 13.9%. 
 
Cathay Pacific General Manager Revenue Management Tom Owen said: 
“Comparisons with 2008 are skewed due to the dampening of demand on our 
Mainland China routes over the Olympic period last year. Although the summer peak 
traffic arrived much later and at a lower yield than normal, we did see a strong 
recovery in pent-up regional demand for the month with an abating H1N1 impact.   
Traffic in the premium cabins, however, remained weak in comparison to previous 
years throughout August and at materially lower yields." 
 
Cathay Pacific General Manager Cargo Sales & Marketing Titus Diu said: “Our cargo 
business showed further signs of bottoming out in August with the lowest year-on-
year tonnage decline of the year to date and a continued increase in demand out of 
key home market. However, while tonnage is undoubtedly picking up there is still a 
lot of competition in the market and our yield has yet to see any significant pickup 
from a very low base.” 
 
The full figures are on the next page. 
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CATHAY PACIFIC / DRAGONAIR 

COMBINED TRAFFIC 

AUG % Change Cumulative % 
Change 

 2009 VS AUG 08 
 

AUG 2009 YTD 
 

RPK (000)     

 - China 534,723  10.6% 3,878,637  -1.5% 

 - North East Asia 1,058,891  1.3% 6,915,600  -12.8% 

 - South East Asia & Middle East 1,689,720  12.4% 12,427,759  7.5% 

 - Europe 1,584,088  12.0% 11,864,971  3.8% 

 - South West Pacific & South Africa 1,138,270  14.6% 9,542,329  9.3% 

 - North America 1,888,729  -18.2% 14,742,771  -18.8% 

RPK Total (000) 7,894,421  1.9% 59,372,067  -3.8% 

Passengers carried 2,210,068  3.8% 16,228,544  -4.0% 

Cargo and mail tonne km (000) 689,724  -6.1% 5,199,718  -12.0% 

Cargo and mail carried (000kg) 131,732  -6.3% 965,658  -13.1% 

Number of flights 4,677  -7.9% 37,652  -5.2% 

 

CATHAY PACIFIC / DRAGONAIR 

COMBINED CAPACITY 

AUG % Change Cumulative % 
Change 

 2009 VS AUG 08 
 

AUG 2009 YTD 
 

ASK (000)     

 - China 709,449  -5.1% 5,582,640  -2.9% 

 - North East Asia 1,198,630  -8.5% 9,607,947  -6.5% 

 - South East Asia & Middle East 2,074,623  5.2% 16,158,115  12.0% 

 - Europe 1,819,876  6.7% 14,071,044  6.8% 

 - South West Pacific & South Africa 1,409,217  1.2% 11,976,386  4.8% 

 - North America 2,177,914  -20.9% 16,989,583  -22.0% 

ASK Total (000) 9,389,709  -5.0% 74,385,715  -3.2% 

Passenger load factor 84.1% 5.7pt 79.8% -0.6pt 

Available cargo/mail tonne km (000) 958,513  -14.1% 7,678,445  -13.9% 

Cargo and mail load factor 72.0% 6.1pt 67.7% 1.4pt 

ATK (000) 1,852,374  -9.9% 14,759,665  -9.0% 

 

 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT:  

Carolyn Leung, Corp Comm Mgr, Public Affairs, (852) 2747-5393, 7901-5393 or 6053-6066 

 

The Cathay Pacific website can be found at www.cathaypacific.com 

http://www.cathaypacific.com/

