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13 July 2009    
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

CATHAY PACIFIC RELEASES COMBINED TRAFFIC FIGURES 

FOR JUNE 2009 
 

Cathay Pacific Airways today released combined Cathay Pacific and Dragonair 
traffic figures for June 2009 that show a sharp fall in passenger numbers compared 
to the same month last year, in part due to the impact of the Influenza A (H1N1) 
outbreak. There was also another marked year-on-year drop in the amount of cargo 
and mail carried.  
 
In June, Cathay Pacific and Dragonair carried a total of 1,738,413 passengers – a 
drop of 18.1% against the same month in 2008 - while the load factor fell by 4.5 
percentage points to 76.8%. Capacity for the month, measured in available seat 
kilometres (ASKs), was down 9.1%. For the year to date, the number of passengers 
carried has fallen 4.2% while capacity has declined by 2.1%.  
 
The two airlines between them carried a total of 123,860 tonnes of cargo and mail 
last month, down 10.0% on June 2008, while the cargo and mail load factor rose by 
3.8 percentage points to 71.3%. Capacity for the month, measured in available 
cargo/mail tonne kilometres, was down on last year by 14.3%. For the year to date, 
tonnage has fallen by 15.4% compared to a capacity drop of 14.1% 
 
Cathay Pacific General Manager Revenue Management Tom Owen said: “We 
usually see a pickup in demand in June as summer approaches, but this year 
demand was depressed by the ongoing global economic recession and the 
reluctance of passengers to fly as a result of the widely reported H1N1 outbreak. 
The H1N1 situation had a particularly severe impact in our largest market, Hong 
Kong, and within the region, especially on Japanese routes. Premium cabin demand 
showed no signs of life but was at least stable. Aggressive competition for Economy 
Class passengers in all markets continued to provide very few opportunities for 
sustainable yield improvement." 
 
Cathay Pacific General Manager Cargo Sales & Marketing Titus Diu said: “June 
cargo traffic was still down year on year, though the monthly drop was the lowest so 
far in 2009 and the tonnage decline was behind the cut in cargo capacity. There are 
signs that the airfreight market has bottomed out, though as yet we are not seeing 
any sustained upswing in demand. Competition in the various cargo markets we 
serve remain fierce and as such yield remains under considerable pressure.” 
 
The full figures are on the next page. 
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CATHAY PACIFIC / DRAGONAIR 

COMBINED TRAFFIC 

JUN % Change Cumulative % 
Change 

 2009 VS JUN 08 
 

JUN 2009 YTD 
 

RPK (000)     

 - China 391,419  -19.0% 2,865,601  -2.1% 

 - North East Asia 623,505  -35.9% 4,925,418  -14.9% 

 - South East Asia & Middle East 1,471,651  -2.5% 9,101,551  8.1% 

 - Europe 1,396,896  -0.9% 8,686,135  2.5% 

 - South West Pacific & South Africa 1,022,590  1.3% 7,241,884  10.2% 

 - North America 1,759,991  -25.9% 10,937,360  -18.3% 

RPK Total (000) 6,666,052  -14.1% 43,757,949  -4.0% 

Passengers carried 1,738,413  -18.1% 11,938,150  -4.2% 

Cargo and mail tonne km (000) 663,286  -9.4% 3,789,039  -14.4% 

Cargo and mail carried (000kg) 123,860  -10.0% 700,693  -15.4% 

Number of flights 4,276  -13.0% 28,402  -3.6% 

 

CATHAY PACIFIC / DRAGONAIR 

COMBINED CAPACITY 

JUN % Change Cumulative % 
Change 

 2009 VS JUN 08 
 

JUN 2009 YTD 
 

ASK (000)     

 - China 621,796  -13.4% 4,195,778  -1.1% 

 - North East Asia 991,126  -20.8% 7,262,379  -5.1% 

 - South East Asia & Middle East 1,939,745  4.3% 12,054,913  15.4% 

 - Europe 1,652,757  1.8% 10,448,027  6.8% 

 - South West Pacific & South Africa 1,350,342  -0.7% 9,155,282  6.2% 

 - North America 2,118,959  -22.4% 12,633,141  -22.1% 

ASK Total (000) 8,674,725  -9.1% 55,749,520  -2.1% 

Passenger load factor 76.8% -4.5pt 78.5% -1.5pt 

Available cargo/mail tonne km (000) 930,208  -14.3% 5,727,393  -14.1% 

Cargo and mail load factor 71.3% 3.8pt 66.2% -0.2pt 

ATK (000) 1,755,925  -11.9% 11,034,701  -8.7% 

 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT:  

Carolyn Leung, Corp Comm Mgr, Public Affairs, (852) 2747-5393, 7901-5393 or 6053-6066 

 

The Cathay Pacific website can be found at www.cathaypacific.com 

http://www.cathaypacific.com/

