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CATHAY PACIFIC RELEASES COMBINED TRAFFIC FIGURES
FOR MAY 2009

Cathay Pacific Airways today released combined Cathay Pacific and Dragonair traffic
figures for May 2009 that show a significant fall in passenger numbers compared to
the same month last year and another marked drop in the amount of cargo and mail
carried.

In May, the two airlines between them carried a total of 1,950,344 passengers — a
drop of 7.5% compared to the same month in 2008 - while the load factor dropped by
1.6 percentage points to 75.8%. Capacity for the month, measured in available seat
kilometres (ASKSs), fell by 4.7%. For the year to date, the number of passengers
carried is down 1.3% against a capacity decline of 0.7%

The two airlines carried a total of 121,966 tonnes of cargo and mail last month, down
13.3% on May 2008, while the cargo and mail load factor rose by 1.2 percentage
points to 68.2%. Capacity for the month, measured in available cargo/mail tonne
kilometres, fell by 15.7%. For the year to date, tonnage has fallen by 16.5%
compared to a capacity drop of 14.0%

Cathay Pacific General Manager Revenue Management Tom Owen said: “May is
traditionally one of the weaker months for our passenger business, but this year
demand was dampened further by a combination of factors. The global economic
downturn continued to impact on our business, with lower numbers in the Economy
cabins, while the big slump in premium traffic continued unabated. We also saw the
Influenza A (H1N1) outbreak lead to a sharp falloff in traffic to and from Japan, with
passengers in Hong Kong and other key markets showing an increased reluctance
to travel. We pared back our capacity in May to better balance supply and demand.”

Cathay Pacific General Manager Cargo Sales & Marketing Titus Diu said: “The story
in May was very much in line with the first four months of 2009, with an overall
weakness in the global airfreight business and continued soft demand out of Hong
Kong and Mainland China. We introduced further capacity reductions in May in
response to the sustained downturn. In terms of volumes, there are signs that the
bottom of the slump has been reached, though visibility remains poor and there is no
indication of any significant upswing in demand arriving soon.”

The full figures are on the next page.
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CATHAY PACIFIC / DRAGONAIR MAY % Change | Cumulative %
COMBINED TRAFFIC Change
2009 VS MAY 08 = MAY 2009 YTD
RPK (000)
- China 471,494 -6.3% 2,474,182 1.2%
- North East Asia 774,082 -17.1% 4,301,912 -10.7%
- South East Asia & Middle East 1,495,793 0.0% 7,629,900 10.4%
- Europe 1,438,913 8.2% 7,289,239 3.1%
- South West Pacific & South Africa 1,009,721 6.7% 6,219,295 11.8%
- North America 1,895,158 -20.6% 9,177,369 -16.7%
RPK Total (000) 7,085,161 -6.7% 37,091,897 -1.9%
Passengers carried 1,950,344 -7.5% 10,199,737 -1.3%
Cargo and mail tonne km (000) 644,569 -14.2% 3,125,754 -15.4%
Cargo and mail carried (000kg) 121,966 -13.3% 576,833 -16.5%
Number of flights 4,803 -4.9% 24,126 -1.7%
CATHAY PACIFIC / DRAGONAIR MAY % Change | Cumulative %
COMBINED CAPACITY Change
2009 VS MAY 08 = MAY 2009 YTD
ASK (000)
- China 730,187 -1.7% 3,573,982 1.4%
- North East Asia 1,253,206 -1.6% 6,271,253 -2.1%
- South East Asia & Middle East 2,028,222 7.8% 10,115,168 17.8%
- Europe 1,725,012 2.5% 8,795,270 7.8%
- South West Pacific & South Africa 1,421,994 1.2% 7,804,940 7.5%
- North America 2,193,717 -22.4% 10,514,182 -22.0%
ASK Total (000) 9,352,338 -4.7% 47,074,795 -0.7%
Passenger load factor 75.8% -1.6pt 78.8% -1.0pt
Available cargo/mail tonne km (000) 944,673 -15.7% 4,797,185 -14.0%
Cargo and mail load factor 68.2% 1.2pt 65.2% -1.0pt
ATK (000) 1,834,968 -10.7% 9,278,776 -8.0%

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT:

Carolyn Leung, Corp Comm Mgr, Public Affairs, (852) 2747-5393, 7901-5393 or 6053-6066

The Cathay Pacific website can be found at www.cathaypacific.com
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