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12 May 2009    
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

CATHAY PACIFIC RELEASES COMBINED TRAFFIC FIGURES 
FOR APRIL 2009 

 
 
Cathay Pacific Airways today released combined Cathay Pacific and Dragonair traffic 
figures for April 2009 that show passenger numbers rising compared to the same 
month last year, helped by the Easter peak, while cargo and mail tonnage showed 
another significant drop.  
 
In April, Cathay Pacific and Dragonair between them carried a total of 2,251,526 
passengers – a rise of 8.8% compared to the same month in 2008 - while the load 
factor rose by 3.2 percentage points to 82.6%. Capacity for the month, measured in 
available seat kilometres (ASKs), rose by 1.1%. For the year to date, the number of 
passengers carried is up by 0.2% against a capacity rise of 0.3%.  
 
The two airlines carried a total of 123,179 tonnes of cargo and mail last month, down 
13.3% on April 2008. Capacity, measured in available cargo/mail tonne kilometres, 
fell by 12.2%, while the cargo and mail load factor dropped by 1.9 percentage points 
to 65.7%. For the year to date, tonnage has fallen by 17.3% compared to a capacity 
drop of 13.6% 
 
Cathay Pacific General Manager Revenue Management Tom Owen said: 
“Comparisons with last year are materially skewed by the fact that Easter fell in 
different months in 2008 and 2009. This month's increase in passenger volume was 
therefore a result of capturing the uptick in demand for travel over the short Easter 
peak, and our continued attempts to stimulate weak Economy Class demand for the 
rest of the month. The slump in demand for premium traffic continued unabated 
across the network, and this, combined with lower fares and adverse currency 
movements, again placed significant downward pressure on yields." 
 
Cathay Pacific General Manager Cargo Sales & Marketing Titus Diu said: “The cargo 
story for April was very much in line with the first quarter of 2009, with continued 
weakness in the global airfreight business overall and soft demand out of Hong Kong 
and the main manufacturing areas in China. Easter added to the woes, particularly 
into and out of Europe, and the fierce competition in all markets continued to put 
pressure on our cargo yield. On the upside, our new freighter routes – Houston and 
Miami in the US, and the Jakarta/Ho Chi Minh City service – continued to make a 
positive contribution to our business.” 
 
The full figures are on the next page. 
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CATHAY PACIFIC / 
DRAGONAIR COMBINED 
TRAFFIC 

APR % Change Cumulative % 
Change 

 2009 VS APR 08
 

APR 2009 YTD 
 

RPK (000)     
 - China 574,427 13.3% 2,002,688 3.2%
 - North East Asia 951,673 5.9% 3,527,830 -9.2%
 - South East Asia & Middle East 1,636,767 13.9% 6,134,106 13.2%
 - Europe 1,565,455 8.1% 5,850,326 1.9%
 - South West Pacific & South 
Africa 

1,278,469 20.9% 5,209,574 12.8%

 - North America 1,879,769 -12.3% 7,282,212 -15.6%
RPK Total (000) 7,886,560 5.3% 30,006,736 -0.7%
Passengers carried 2,251,526 8.8% 8,249,393 0.2%
Cargo and mail tonne km (000) 645,325 -14.7% 2,481,185 -15.7%
Cargo and mail carried (000kg) 123,179 -13.3% 454,867 -17.3%
Number of flights 4,945 1.1% 19,323 -0.8%
 
CATHAY PACIFIC / 
DRAGONAIR COMBINED 
CAPACITY 

APR % Change Cumulative % 
Change 

 2009 VS APR 08
 

APR 2009 YTD 
 

ASK (000)     
 - China 752,596 5.7% 2,843,795 2.3%
 - North East Asia 1,268,422 5.6% 5,018,047 -2.2%
 - South East Asia & Middle East 2,047,327 11.7% 8,086,946 20.6%
 - Europe 1,875,996 15.8% 7,070,259 9.2%
 - South West Pacific & South 
Africa 

1,479,153 9.0% 6,382,946 9.1%

 - North America 2,119,757 -22.0% 8,320,464 -21.9%
ASK Total (000) 9,543,251 1.1% 37,722,457 0.3%
Passenger load factor 82.6% 3.2pt 79.5% -0.9pt
Available cargo/mail tonne km 
(000) 

982,443 -12.2% 3,852,512 -13.6%

Cargo and mail load factor 65.7% -1.9pt 64.4% -1.6pt
ATK (000) 1,890,713 -6.3% 7,443,808 -7.4%
 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT:  
Carolyn Leung, Corp Comm Mgr, Public Affairs, (852) 2747-5393, 7901-5393 or 6053-6066 

 
The Cathay Pacific website can be found at www.cathaypacific.com 

http://www.cathaypacific.com/
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