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14 April 2009    
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

CATHAY PACIFIC RELEASES COMBINED TRAFFIC FIGURES 
FOR MARCH 2009 

 
Cathay Pacific Airways today released combined Cathay Pacific and Dragonair traffic 
figures for March 2009 that show a drop in the number of passengers carried 
compared to the same month last year together with another sharp fall in cargo and 
mail tonnage.  
 
In March, Cathay Pacific and Dragonair between them carried a total of 2,096,011 
passengers – a fall of 3.2% compared to the same month in 2008 - while the load 
factor fell by 3.0 percentage points to 79.1%. Capacity for the month, measured in 
available seat kilometres (ASKs), dropped by 0.8%. For the year to date, the number 
of passengers carried is down by 2.7% while capacity has risen by 0.1%.  
 
The two airlines carried a total of 129,628 tonnes of cargo and mail last month, down 
13.7% on March 2008, while capacity, measured in available cargo/mail tonne 
kilometres, fell by 10.0%. The cargo and mail load factor fell by 0.3 percentage 
points to 67.9%. For the year to date, tonnage has fallen by 18.7% compared to a 
capacity drop of 14.1% 
 
Cathay Pacific General Manager Revenue Management Tom Owen said: “The 
slump in our passenger business continued in March, with overall passenger 
numbers and load factor both showing a fall from last year's high base, which 
included the Easter holiday period. Leisure traffic held up relatively well in terms of 
volumes, particularly on long-haul routes, although customers are only willing to 
travel at the much lower fares available in a highly competitive marketplace. This, 
combined with the ongoing malaise of premium-cabin demand and adverse currency 
movements, continues to exert considerable downward pressure on yields." 
 
Cathay Pacific General Manager Cargo Sales & Marketing Titus Diu said: “The sharp 
drop in tonnage compared to the previous year highlights the continued weakness of 
the global airfreight business, and the fierce competition in shrinking markets is 
putting tremendous pressure on our cargo yield. The market out of the Hong Kong 
continues to be hit by a fall in production in the key Pearl and Yangtze River Delta 
areas, though our business to and from the United States received a lift from the 
launch of a new service to Miami and Houston which is giving us greater access to 
the important South American markets." 
 
The full figures are on the next page. 
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CATHAY PACIFIC / DRAGONAIR 
COMBINED TRAFFIC 

MAR % Change Cumulative % 
Change 

 2009 VS MAR 08
 

MAR 2009 YTD 
 

RPK (000)     
 - China 499,951 -0.7% 1,428,261 -0.4%
 - North East Asia 886,644 -13.3% 2,576,157 -13.7%
 - South East Asia & Middle East 1,586,145 8.2% 4,497,339 13.0%
 - Europe 1,530,143 3.4% 4,284,871 -0.1%
 - South West Pacific & South Africa 1,219,047 5.3% 3,931,105 10.4%
 - North America 1,860,320 -19.5% 5,402,443 -16.6%
RPK Total (000) 7,582,250 -4.5% 22,120,176 -2.7%
Passengers carried 2,096,011 -3.2% 5,997,868 -2.7%
Cargo and mail tonne km (000) 715,961 -10.4% 1,835,860 -16.1%
Cargo and mail carried (000kg) 129,628 -13.7% 331,688 -18.7%
Number of flights 4,943 -1.8% 14,378 -1.5%
 
CATHAY PACIFIC / DRAGONAIR 
COMBINED CAPACITY 

MAR % Change Cumulative % 
Change 

 2009 VS MAR 08
 

MAR 2009 YTD 
 

ASK (000)     
 - China 717,345 0.0% 2,091,199 1.1%
 - North East Asia 1,259,058 -4.3% 3,749,625 -4.6%
 - South East Asia & Middle East 2,059,327 19.7% 6,039,618 24.0%
 - Europe 1,800,199 8.8% 5,194,263 7.0%
 - South West Pacific & South Africa 1,651,207 7.5% 4,903,794 9.1%
 - North America 2,098,087 -23.0% 6,200,707 -21.9%
ASK Total (000) 9,585,223 -0.8% 28,179,206 0.1%
Passenger load factor 79.1% -3.0pt 78.5% -2.2pt
Available cargo/mail tonne km (000) 1,054,883 -10.0% 2,870,069 -14.1%
Cargo and mail load factor 67.9% -0.3pt 64.0% -1.5pt
ATK (000) 1,967,402 -5.9% 5,553,095 -7.7%
 
 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT:  
Carolyn Leung, Corp Comm Mgr, Public Affairs, (852) 2747-5393, 7901-5393 or 6053-6066 

 
The Cathay Pacific website can be found at www.cathaypacific.com 

http://www.cathaypacific.com/
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