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CATHAY PACIFIC RELEASES DECEMBER 2006 TRAFFIC FIGURES

Cathay Pacific Airways today released traffic figures for December 2006 that show
continued growth in the number of passengers and amount of cargo carried.
Figures for 2006 as a whole show both passenger growth and cargo growth
keeping above the airline’s rise in capacity.

Last month the airline carried a total of 1,495,023 passengers, up 5.9% on the
same month in 2005. The passenger load factor was 81.2%, up one percentage
point year on year, while capacity, measured in available seat kilometres (ASKs),
rose by 3.3%. The number of passengers carried in the whole of 2006 was
16,727,757 — up 8.4% on the previous year and ahead of a cumulative passenger
capacity increase for the year of 7.7%. The load factor for the year was 79.9%

In December Cathay Pacific carried 108,842 tonnes of cargo, a rise of 3.7% on the
same month in 2005 and above a 3.6% gain in capacity, measured in available
cargo/mail tonne kilometres. There was no growth in the cargo load factor during
the month. For 2006 as a whole the load factor was up 1.3 points to 68.3%, while
the amount of freight carried rose by 7.2% to 1,198,703 tonnes. Capacity growth
lagged behind at 5.2%.

Cathay Pacific General Manager Revenue Management, Sales & Distribution lan
Shiu said: “December was a good month and business was particularly strong over
the Christmas holiday peak. The load factor was high at 81.2% and we were
pleased to see demand in the front end holding up. For the year as a whole saw
the increase in passenger numbers staying ahead of capacity growth, with strong
corporate demand helping to buoy yields.”

Cathay Pacific Director & General Manager Cargo Ron Mathison said: "Our
performance in December was helped by the recent launch of a twice-weekly
Beijing freighter service and five extra flights a week to and from Shanghai, where
demand remains strong. Our long-haul services to North America and Europe
continue to do well but yields are under pressure in the face of more competition
from neighbouring hubs in the region. We are also seeing an increasing shift of air
cargo to marine, particularly out of Japan and Korea, as a result of high fuel
prices.”

The full December figures are on the following page.
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TRAFFIC Dec % Change  Cumulative Cumulative %
2006 VS Dec 2006 Dec 2005 Change
Dec05

RPK (000)
- North Asia 861,644 6.6% 9,976,636 9,235,320 8.0%
- South East Asia & Middle East 1,384,069 9.2% 13,991,528 13,028,895 7.4%
- Europe 1,245,748 4.8% 15,905,936 14,131,366 12.6%
- South West Pacific & South Africa 1,224,985 6.6% 11,400,362 10,931,704 4.3%
- North America 1,614,401 -1.3% 19,897,071 17,782,490 11.9%
RPK Total (000) 6,330,847 46% 71,171,533 65,109,775 9.3%
Passengers carried 1,495,023 59% 16,727,757 15,438,243 8.4%
Cargo and mail tonne km (000) 646,001 3.6% 7,098,732 6,618,261 7.3%
Freight carried (000Kg) 108,842 3.7% 1,198,703 1,118,047 7.2%
Number of flights 3,115 3.5% 35,599 33,560 6.1%
CAPACITY Dec % Change Cumulative Cumulative %
2006 VS Dec 2006 Dec 2005 Change

Dec05

ASK (000)
- North Asia 1,203,134 4.7% 13,796,459 13,053,617 5.7%
- South East Asia & Middle East 1,638,681 3.2% 18,374,471 17,379,774 5.7%
- Europe 1,581,701 7.9% 18,884,202 16,181,103 16.7%
- South West Pacific & South Africa 1,351,352 2.2% 14,229,653 14,656,208  -2.9%
- North America 2,021,823 -0.1% 23,833,170 21,495,693 10.9%
ASK Total (000) 7,796,691 3.3% 89,117,955 82,766,395 7.7%
Passenger load factor 81.2% 1.0pt 79.9% 78.7% 1.2pt
Available cargo/mail tonne km (000) 943,132 3.6% 10,391,095 9,878,931 5.2%
Cargo and mail load factor 68.5% 0.0pt 68.3% 67.0% 1.3pt
ATK (000) 1,684,548 3.5% 18,865,919 17,751,456 6.3%

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT:
Carolyn Leung, Corp Comm Mgr, Public Affairs, 2747-5393 or 7901 5393 or 6053-6066

The Cathay Pacific Website can be found at www.cathaypacific.com




