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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

     

CATHAY PACIFIC RELEASES MARCH 2006 TRAFFIC FIGURES 

 
Cathay Pacific today released traffic figures for March 2006 that show steady growth as the 
airline continued to strengthen its network with additional services.  
 
The airline carried 1,366,233 passengers, an 8.2 percent increase over the same month last 
year, even though the 2005 figures were boosted both by Easter and the World Cup Rugby 
Sevens. This March’s figures do not reflect the full uptick in demand for this year’s Sevens, 
which drew an estimated 23,000 visitors to Hong Kong.   
 
Passenger growth in March 2006 was slightly below a corresponding 10.5 percent growth in 
capacity, measured in terms of available seat kilometres, or ASKs. In the past year services 
have been added to London, Los Angeles, Johannesburg, Seoul, Jakarta, and in the past couple 
of weeks to Frankfurt and Rome. The average passenger load factor for the month was a robust 
77.1 percent.  
 
Over Easter, the airline will operate 22 extra pairs of flights, mostly to regional destinations, to 
meet peak leisure travel demand. This compares to 15 pairs last year. In addition, four more 
weekly services will operate to Denpasar and two more to Cebu during their peak seasons, and 
another two weekly services will operate to Adelaide from June. 
 
The airline carried 106,612 tonnes of cargo in March, up 10.1 percent on the same month last 
year, ahead of a corresponding 2.7 percent increase in capacity, measured in terms of available 
cargo/mail tonne kilometres.   
 
Cathay Pacific General Manager Revenue Management, Sales & Distribution Ian Shiu said: “All 
in all, March was a good month as passenger volumes continued to grow at a steady pace. 
While high fuel prices, a strengthening US dollar and continued downward pressure on Economy 
Class fares had a negative impact, the corporate market remained strong. With more extra 
flights than last year, Easter will be busy as well.”     
 
Cathay Pacific Director & General Manager Cargo Ron Mathison said: “Strong growth seen in 
March will continue through Easter, after which we will likely see the usual seasonal slowdown.  
Demand from China remains strong, yet downward pressure on yield is an issue on return flights, 
particularly those from Europe.  High fuel prices are also hurting the bottom line.” 
 
 
Full March 2006 figures on the following page. 
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TRAFFIC Mar 2006 % change 
vs 

Mar 05 

Cumulative 
Mar 2006 

Cumulative 
Mar 2005 

% 
change 

RPK (000)      

 - North Asia 815,716 7.8% 2,394,802 2,236,625 7.1% 

 - South East Asia & Middle East 1,138,778 5.5% 3,275,101 2,964,771 10.5% 

 - Europe 1,239,877 10.4% 3,574,338 3,253,827 9.9% 

 - South West Pacific & South Africa 926,585 1.3% 3,010,074 2,965,860 1.5% 

 - North America 1,660,452 14.4% 4,826,553 4,089,398 18.0% 

RPK Total (000) 5,781,408 8.6% 17,080,868 15,510,481 10.1% 

Passengers carried 1,366,233 8.2% 4,018,473 3,627,839 10.8% 

Cargo and mail tonne km (000) 618,092 7.9% 1,657,649 1,484,749 11.6% 

Freight carried (000Kg) 106,612 10.1% 284,684 245,209 16.1% 

Number of flights 3,009 7.9% 8,681 7,916 9.7% 

 

CAPACITY Mar 2006 % change 
vs 

Mar 05 

Cumulative 
Mar 2006 

Cumulative 
Mar 2005 

% 
change 

ASK (000)      

 - North Asia 1,158,808 8.8% 3,396,165 3,134,264 8.4% 

 - South East Asia & Middle East 1,524,211 4.7% 4,475,312 4,185,424 6.9% 

 - Europe 1,497,079 18.1% 4,274,622 3,701,971 15.5% 

 - South West Pacific & South Africa 1,291,435 -0.4% 3,808,403 3,803,307 0.1% 

 - North America 2,025,268 19.2% 5,877,672 4,926,320 19.3% 

ASK Total (000) 7,496,801 10.5% 21,832,174 19,751,286 10.5% 

Passenger load factor 77.1% -1.4pt 78.2% 78.5% -0.3pt 

Available cargo/mail tonne km (000) 874,252 2.7% 2,480,580 2,310,494 7.4% 

Cargo and mail load factor 70.7% 3.4pt 66.8% 64.3% 2.5pt 

ATK (000) 1,587,222 6.1% 4,556,989 4,189,406 8.8% 

 
 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT:  

Carolyn Leung, Corp Comm Mgr, Public Affairs, (852) 2747-5393 or 7901 5393 or 6053 6066 

The Cathay Pacific Website can be found at www.cathaypacific.com 
 

Cathay Pacific named ‘Airline of the Year 2006’ by Air Transport World 
 


